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1 Project title: 


Monline - Monash Lecture Notes On Line


2 Brief description:


Monline, Monash lecture notes on line is a project to develop an infrastructure for the electronic delivery of lecture material, notes, assignments, course outlines etc. The project is being undertaken by the Faculty of Computing and Information Technology and managed from within the Department of Computer Technology. Monline is available on the network at URL http://www.ct.monash.edu.au/~monline/.


This system has been developed within one department but with a view to wide use within the whole of Monash. This proposal seeks funding for the first step at widening the system for use in the whole of the first year of one large course.


Briefly the project has collected viewers to view the common formats used by lecturers to develop overhead transparencies for live lectures (plastic overhead slides, PowerPoint, Word For Windows) and has integrated these with World Wide Web browsers and CDROM. Using these browsers and viewers together with CDROM publishing technology, student notes have been made available to students via the network when on-campus. When off campus, students will have access to the material on CD ROM.


Most of the material for one semester of teaching by one department has been published on the web on the Monline page.


It is proposed to extend this system by:


Extending the infrastructure developed by the pilot system so that it suites a wider range of subjects;


Including all core subjects studied in first year by students in a large course (Bachelor of Computing at Caulfield);


Extending the system to be Faculty wide across campuses;


Making a CD ROM available to students.


The current status of the Monline system is available in a report, see the Monline Uniform Resource Locator above. Staff need no web authoring skills, only their usual lecture preparation skills. The Monline system automatically generates the needed web pages.


Commitments have been received from the staff below, that mean that the following subjects will be on-line and on CD ROM by the beginning of Second Semester 1996, subject to funding.


We have chosen an initial introduction to first year Faculty-Campus wide because it has been shown to have an effect on later years. The Monline system was trialed in semester 2 1995 at Caulfield on one first year subject in one department. Some second year subject leaders in the same department have already received requests for material on line from students experienced in Monline use.


The funding sought will enable, what has, up to now been a research project, to begin operation.


3 Subjects:


Subject�
Subject Leader�
Students�
�
COT 1130 �Computer equipment and data communications�
Ms Renee Gedge�Lecture�
412�
�
COT 1140 �Operating systems and database�
Mr Chris Avram�Senior Lecturer�
432�
�
SFT 1101 �Introduction to software development�
Ms Dianne Hagan�Lecturer�
401�
�
SFT 1102 �Program design and data structures�
Ms Dianne Hagan�Lecturer�
481�
�
SYS 1001 �Information systems�
Mr Martin Atchison�Lecturer�
537�
�
SYS 1252 �Systems analysis�
Mr Martin Atchison�Lecturer�
618�
�
4 The developers:


The table above lists the names and appointment levels of the developers of the teaching material. The Monline system (infrastructure) has been developed by Mr Chris Avram, Senior Lecturer with assistance from Mr Peter Alexiou a part time Computer Systems Officer. The further developments will be undertaken by Mr Avram with assistance from someone not as yet chosen.


5 Host faculty:


Faculty of Computing and Information Technology


Professor Cliff Bellamy, Dean.


6 Host department:


Department of Computer Technology


Professor Bala Srinivasan, Head.


7 Time commitment


Staff involved with this project will be available to work on the Monline project as follows:


Mr Avram four days per month,


Computer Systems officer 15 days per month,


The subject lecturers will in most cases spend less than 1 day per month, much of the material is already in computer readable format.


�
8 Funds sought:


Computer Systems Officer	$20,000	May 1996 to Nov. 1996 half time


Mastering one CD ROM	$2,000	Includes first 100 CDs


Extra CDs (400@$2)	$800





Total	$22,800


9 Remaining budget:


The following funds have been made available by the Faculty of Computing for the Monline project:


Computer Systems Officer 	$20,000	System development (1995)


World Wide Web Server	$500	Disk space only (in use)


CD ROM mastering equipment	$15,000	acquired


Other equipment	$7,000	acquired


Teaching relief	$15,000	System Development (1995)


Computer Systems Officer/


Administrative officer	$15,000	Nov. 1996 - April 1997





Total	$72,500	of a total $80,000 committed





Note significant staff time preparing computer readable lecture notes for “normal” delivery have not been costed in this proposal. Most of this work was undertaken during 1994 with revisions in 1995 by the staff listed above.


10 Minimum amount required


Computer Systems Officer	$10,000	May 1996 to July. 1996 half time


Mastering one CD ROM	$2,000	Includes first 100 CDs


Extra CDs (400@$2)	$800





Total	$12,800





11 Evidence of previous successful activities in the area


Please see the Monline system at the URL http://www.ct.monash.edu.au/~monline/





Signed











Mr Chris Avram


Senior Lecturer in Computer Technology





Funds have been made available as 
